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Environment Policy (Adopted 27 October 2018) 
 
PREAMBLE: 

In government and in all our public participation, the Green Party of Nova Scotia (“the Green 

Party”) intends to develop and support policy in Health, Education, Environment, Economics, 

and all areas that will underpin the Clean, Green and healthy lifestyles that are important to 

Nova Scotians. 

This document represents the Green Party’s policies in the area of Environment. 

This document was last modified in October 2018, and was last reviewed in October 2018. 

The Green Party will: 
 
1. Environmental Protection: Establish a fully-fledged Environmental Protection Authority with 
reserved funding to examine, report on and police environmental legislation and procedures; 
ensure greater compliance with environmental protection legislation than is currently the case  

2. Climate Change: Set stringent targets for the reduction of greenhouse emissions; create a 
task force on climate change to prepare a statement of its likely effects on Nova Scotia in terms 
of sea level rise and climate change and develop precautionary strategies to cope with these 
effects.  

3. Chemical Trespass: Legislate to make the careless or irresponsible release of licensed or 
unlicensed toxic chemicals into the environment a punishable and actionable offense.  

4. Land Clearance: End broad scale land clearing and clear-cutting.  

5. Landscape Protection: Legislate to acknowledge the principle of heritage landscape and 
landscape protection, including visual amenity, in statutes.  
6. In Government: Develop and implement policies and strategies that will work together, to 
make Nova Scotia a world leader in the protection and rehabilitation of our natural 
environment.  

7. Toxins in The Environment: 
7.1 The Green Party of Nova Scotia would embark on a plan to reduce and ultimately eliminate 

exposure to toxic pollution, which would include: 
a. enacting Toxic-Free Nova Scotia legislation to eliminate the import and use of products 

containing the most toxic substances, including, carcinogens, endocrine-disrupters and 
persistent organic pollutants (POPs), 

b. requiring plain language labeling and warnings on all products containing toxic 
substances and introducing a “toxic tax” on the sale of these items, 

c. increasing monitoring and enforcement of existing laws for industrial pollution, 
d. increasing penalties and liability for pollution; such penalties to be assessed and applied 

in direct proportion to the severity and frequency of the violation(s), 
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e. actively assisting municipalities to pass bylaws to eliminate the cosmetic use of 
pesticides in urban areas and ensuring that provincial health and environmental 
legislation does not impede the passage of these bylaws 

7.2 The Green Party of Nova Scotia would: 
a. require the pulp and paper industry to switch from chlorine-based chemicals to less-

toxic alternatives in pulp bleaching processes,  
b. substantially increase the number of drop-off and collection depots for toxic household 

products, 
c. work with the Federal government, business and industry to reduce the use of single 

use plastics and excess packaging.  
7.3 The Green Party supports the Nova Scotia Environmental Bill of Rights, as developed by East 

Coast Environmental Law in 2017. 
  


