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Agriculture Policy (Last reviewed 2016) 

PREAMBLE: 

The Green Party of Nova Scotia understands that the corporate ethic of ever-increasing profit is 

untenable, and therefore will focus on sustainability with a reasonable level of profit security for 

farmers through a program of investment in the broadest sense. 

Nova Scotia needs to support its agricultural sector, ensuring that producers, harvesters, and 

food processors are able to make an adequate livelihood. Agricultural production, harvesting, 

and food processing can be environmentally sustainable. Agriculture is an important part of our 

economy through direct, indirect, and induced benefits to Nova Scotia. 

The Green Party places particular emphasis on organic production. We know that investment in 

organic food production triples, as it is also an investment in a healthier environment and a 

healthy population. 

There is more value in a local food item than the price tag on a product. There is confidence in 

the control of the safety and quality of the product, the contribution to food security, 

reassurance of observance of human rights, support for ecologically sound agriculture, and 

participation in sustainable communities in Nova Scotia. The Green Party will support these 

values of agriculture in Nova Scotia as a priority over a multi-national profit margin. 

1. The Green Party approach for supporting our agricultural sector will involve 

1.1. establishing a more comprehensive food security strategy 

1.2. reversing some historic and recent trends that have undermined Nova Scotia 

agriculture 

1.3. building on existing successful policies and programs 

1.4. introducing innovation at many levels. 

2. The Green Party will work 

2.1. to address provincial policies and urge changes in federal policies to ensure that 

policies and programs subsidize, support, and promote the family farm as central to a 

successful agricultural program, a vibrant sustainable agricultural community, a healthy 

province, and a healthy country 

2.2. to establish a food policy council, with broad representation, as an advisory body to the 

Premier on the many food related issues that cross various provincial departments and 

related issues that are influenced by federal policy and programs 

2.3. to ensure that policy and the level of support reflect the value of the primary food 

producers as the foundation of the agricultural sector 

2.4. in consultation with the farming community, to build on existing provincial programs 

2.5. to set provincial economic assistance to more justly meet the needs of primary food 

producers and pressure the federal government to alter their economic assistance to 

multinational corporations involved in food production, processing and distribution 

which has led to corporate concentration and control in the marketplace and 

disempowerment of the primary producers 
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2.6. to have supply management and orderly marketing plans that are designed for and 

supported by primary producers, with fair treatment of the smaller producers 

2.7. to look at alternative economic directions and examine funding models and assistance 

models already in place in other countries which could ensure a reasonable return for 

farmers productive activities and opportunities to recoup costs for good land 

stewardship, food security, the rural cultural landscape, and other ecological goods 

2.8. to reverse the trend that has taken processing and value-added food products away 

from Nova Scotia communities and to have the value-added processing done in the 

province 

2.9. to ensure humane treatment of farm animals and take action to reduce distress, injury, 

and mortality resulting from long transport to abattoir by supporting investment in 

local slaughter facilities, including facilities capable of handling meats for specialty 

markets 

2.10. to place the priority on the local, provincial, and regional markets and work 

regionally to buffer the Atlantic agricultural community from the market forces exerted 

from outside the region 

2.11. to consult with the agricultural community to determine the steps needed to 

encourage and facilitate the entry of young people into the agricultural sector, and to 

take those steps 

2.12. to maintain and improve services and infrastructure, and invest in infrastructure 

for processing, storing, and distributing food 

2.13. to ensure better supply management for food security, including affordable 

grain and plant based animal feed; establish an “agricultural land for food first not fuel” 

policy in the province 

2.14. to bring food providers and consumers closer together to facilitate building 

connections, a strong community culture of celebrating food, and greater resilience in 

farm communities 

2.15. to explore and establish protection mechanisms province wide for the 

agricultural land resource to preserve and restore the land, including more support for 

environmental stewardship of the land, legal protection from non-agricultural 

development, and the option of an agricultural land trust as a public investment 

2.16. to require an evaluation of the soil and property and an assessment of the use 

of the property in the food security strategy before allowing non-agricultural use of 

marginal agricultural land 

2.17. to assist farmers to successfully transition to new products, production 

methods, and markets 

2.17.1. focus assistance especially on organic products and permaculture or other 

integrated farming with crop and livestock production 

2.17.2. encourage and facilitate the creation of organic dairy processing operations so 

organic milk producers can complete the organic process and sell their product as 

truly organic. 

2.17.3. support transition away from water intensive crops to sustainable crops in the 

face of climate change 
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2.18. to develop with farmers innovative ways and means by which farm businesses 

can gain a fair share from the local and export markets 

2.19. to provide incentives and feed-in tariffs to support transition to renewable 

energy on a local level combined with farming 

3. To further stimulate local marketing, the Green Party will support 

3.1. hands-on agricultural education in the public school system 

3.2. school cafeterias supplied with local foods, and a buy-local purchasing priority for all 

institutional food services 

3.3. more investment in and support for organic farming, cooperative marketing initiatives, 

community supported agriculture and local farm markets 

3.4. expansion of the marketing programs which endeavour to encourage and facilitate the 

purchase of local products 

3.5. consumer education about the importance of access to secure, safe, sustainable, 

wholesome, locally grown food 

3.6. effective local food networks that support local production, processing, distribution, 

and consumption locally and regionally 

3.7. a moratorium on the use of bio-solids for application on farmland until it is proven safe 

in a public assessment process and demonstrated not to influence the public 

acceptance of food grown on land treated with bio-solids 

3.8. facilitating local on-farm food enterprises and innovative sources of farm income that 

are compatible with protection of agricultural land (maintaining soil quality and 

maintaining or increasing the acreage of arable land) 

4.  The Green Party would support the harmonization of federal and provincial regulations to 

better meet the needs of local producers. 

4.1. To this end the Green Party recognizes that federal and provincial meat inspectors do 

work of equal quality and no preference should be given to meat from either federally 

or provincially inspected abattoirs 

5. The Green Party will pressure the federal government to 

5.1. stop permitting produce and products into Canada that would not meet Canadian 

standards and requirements had they been produced in Canada, including safety, 

environmental, and human rights standards; this trade practice puts our farmers at a 

market-price disadvantage and puts the citizens at risk 

5.2. fund and promote public agricultural research, ensuring that food varieties and related 

research developed with mainly public resources remain public property; and that 

agricultural communities are part of the pre-commercial R&D team and supported 

financially as team members 

5.3. protect the public, the market, and farmland from any further Genetically Modified 

Organisms (GMO) in our food system 

5.3.1. require that food labelling state GMO prominently if the food item or its 

ingredients have been genetically modified. 

6. The Green Party will support measures to ensure seed security and varietal diversity 

including heritage seed varieties. 


